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Bryan Washington's debut novel, "Memorial," is a literary masterpiece that
has garnered critical acclaim for its raw and poignant exploration of grief,
love, and the immigrant experience. Published in 2019, the novel has
resonated deeply with readers worldwide, cementing Washington's place
as a prominent voice in contemporary literature. This article aims to delve
into the rich tapestry of themes, characters, and literary techniques
employed by Washington in "Memorial," highlighting its profound impact on
readers and the literary landscape.

Exploration of Grief and Loss

At the heart of "Memorial" lies the exploration of grief and loss. The novel
opens with Benson, a young African American chef, reeling from the
sudden death of his estranged father, Mike. Benson's grief is palpable, as
he struggles to navigate the complexities of his emotions while dealing with
his father's absence. Through Benson's journey, Washington delves into
the nuanced experience of grief, capturing the rawness of loss, the search
for closure, and the gradual process of healing.
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Intricate Portrayal of Relationships

Relationships, both familial and romantic, play a central role in "Memorial."
Benson's relationship with his father is at the core of the novel, its
complexities shaping his understanding of love, loss, and identity. The
novel also explores the complexities of queer love through the relationship
between Benson and Mike's former lover, Mitsuki. Washington sensitively
portrays the challenges and triumphs of these relationships, highlighting the
multifaceted nature of human connections.

Exploration of the Immigrant Experience

"Memorial" offers a poignant portrayal of the immigrant experience.
Benson's father, Mike, is an immigrant from Japan who came to the United
States seeking a better life. Washington captures the challenges and
sacrifices faced by immigrants as they navigate a new culture, often leaving
behind loved ones and traditions. Through Mike's story, the novel explores
themes of identity, longing, and the deep connection to one's homeland.

Literary Techniques and Style

Washington's literary technique and style in "Memorial" are as captivating
as the story it tells. The novel is written in a lyrical and evocative prose,
seamlessly weaving together past and present, memory and reality.
Washington's use of sensory details and vivid imagery creates an
immersive and visceral experience for the reader. The fragmented structure
of the narrative further enhances the sense of loss and disorientation that
permeates the story.

Impact on Readers



"Memorial" has had a profound impact on readers, who have praised its
raw emotional power, insightful exploration of human relationships, and
compassionate portrayal of the immigrant experience. The novel has been
lauded for its ability to capture the complexities of grief and love, resonating
with readers from all walks of life. "Memorial" has also garnered critical
acclaim, winning numerous awards and solidifying Washington's position
as a rising star in literature.

Bryan Washington's "Memorial" is an extraordinary novel that explores the
profound themes of grief, relationships, and the immigrant experience
through masterful literary techniques and a poignant narrative. The novel's
unflinching portrayal of loss, its sensitive exploration of human connections,
and its compassionate depiction of the immigrant journey have made it an
unforgettable and impactful work of literature. "Memorial" is a must-read for
anyone seeking to engage with a deeply resonant and emotionally
evocative novel that will stay with them long after they finish reading it.
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