
The Ultimate Study Guide for Thomas De
Quincey's "On the Knocking at the Gate in
Macbeth"
Thomas De Quincey's "On the Knocking at the Gate in Macbeth" is a
seminal essay that explores the psychological and dramatic significance of
the knocking at the gate in Act II, Scene III of William Shakespeare's
tragedy "Macbeth." De Quincey argues that the knocking serves as a
powerful symbol of the protagonist's guilt and the inevitable consequences
of his actions. This study guide provides an in-depth analysis of De
Quincey's essay, including character studies, key themes, and a close
examination of the knocking's impact on the play's atmosphere and
suspense.
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Character Studies

Macbeth: De Quincey's essay focuses primarily on Macbeth's
psychological state as revealed through his reaction to the knocking. The

FREE

https://specialcollections.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkRsQU4rZEJ4a2w2UTV1VVlDQzJyOEtuTUtZOTB6SGpsdkdObG12bG51aEYrQmpnVFpORitYRGt5MGV2TUhYOTJuNTl1Y2tkbTJ6OFR4K3JcL1ZnUVwvNVwvMVU5YVczVXNhNTgyQW16NmZnXC90MUVVVk1qK0U0c1VKT3dFdFk3UDczaTdsVTM2NEFwamRUeWZaazk2cmQ4UklVSldRdUVadjNPRWc1ajdiWjV2ZXZqaXRhZTkzMjBvbDJDams1YVh6U3JEWm16dGZpWlE4Vis1eUhJNDBVZHdnPT0iLCJpdiI6ImU0NmIyNDFjNmFiNTUwYmQ0YTNjNjI2ZWRmNjU1ZDBlIiwicyI6ImJiMWNiMjFmMTM1ODdlNjQifQ%3D%3D
https://specialcollections.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ik5CWjNkYzRKVThPWGxXZEd4NzNRVGpJTDJKU2VSQVwvZmV2RXpaR1hWZFptcFNZSjVYODFEd0FPbnV6aWJIN1I3NjBUMW94UjVrb205VEhtaW16RUpTQmJpcG1JOHk3enFFdXlsRjhTRDArNldSY084TDNrK3FvTkQzMDE3SHVNSHdCblwvekhyNjh5YlQwak5zR3VEZ3RXNmtkbU1wS3lHYnZhZklPUEdOS1ZcL0FKVFcyUVFoZ1F5bExNK1d3YVBKaThSakxpZUdSMUwrcDRwT1dxNzRuXC9BPT0iLCJpdiI6ImNiZTI1OWIzNWMyMGJiYzMyZDBhNzM1ZjgyMWYxMGExIiwicyI6IjFkNDIwMTFiNGM3YmQwMDEifQ%3D%3D
https://specialcollections.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ik1jcU1JSnluUTlpXC9OcGJuMXprR0U2cUpuOW1TUFc4MWZGYkwxY0g5SlNRQXNlckpSOFVzd3JaT1BveFY0UmtyM3hCOTVNdzZKckk3OVVwVGlISVBcL1NRTFpVNG52aUtRV09xZGhtcTJFdk1nOCtrRzdOTlRQTStwbWprYThVd2gyRjJkRTBUVGEyeUV2RzlcL0ZIZXJ5bzlscEd3dEM4Nzk0TWFoeHRidFJrbFwvTFlvXC9TVEh3cSt6Rit1THprdXgzREpqU0paSjNCYUhOUWRLT2lhelE2Zz09IiwiaXYiOiIyMGI3MTAzNDFmNzc1ZWY0ZTEwNDE5MDczYjAxZjk0ZSIsInMiOiI3NDRkMDU4YzI4YTNhYWVjIn0%3D


guilt and paranoia that consume Macbeth are evident in his agitated
response and his belief that the knocking is a sign of his impending doom.

Lady Macbeth: Lady Macbeth's character is briefly discussed in relation to
her husband's psychological state. De Quincey notes her absence during
the knocking scene, suggesting that she has become hardened to the
consequences of their actions.

Key Themes

Guilt and Consequences: The knocking at the gate serves as a constant
reminder of Macbeth's guilt for murdering Duncan. The sound triggers a
series of hallucinations and mental breakdowns, highlighting the inevitable
consequences of his actions.

The Supernatural: The knocking is presented as an otherworldly or
supernatural force, representing the presence of guilt and the inevitability of
retribution. It creates a sense of unease and horror, contributing to the
play's suspenseful atmosphere.

The Dramatic Effect of Sound: De Quincey praises Shakespeare's use of
sound, particularly the knocking, to create a dramatic and emotionally
charged scene. The sudden and unexpected noise jolts the audience and
heightens the tension and suspense of the moment.

Analysis of the Knocking's Impact

Atmosphere and Suspense: The knocking creates an eerie and
oppressive atmosphere in the play. It builds a sense of anticipation and
dread, suggesting that something ominous is about to occur. The unknown



source of the knocking adds to the suspense and keeps the audience on
edge.

Foreshadowing: The knocking serves as a foreshadowing event, hinting
at the future consequences of Macbeth's actions. It anticipates the arrival of
the murderers, the discovery of Duncan's murder, and the eventual
downfall of Macbeth and his wife.

Symbolism: De Quincey interprets the knocking as a symbolic
representation of the guilt and fear that consume Macbeth. It is a physical
manifestation of the internal turmoil that torments the protagonist
throughout the play.

Thomas De Quincey's "On the Knocking at the Gate in Macbeth" is a
profound exploration of the psychological and dramatic significance of a
seemingly minor event in Shakespeare's masterpiece. Through his
analysis, De Quincey illuminates the power of sound to create atmosphere,
build suspense, and foreshadow future events. The essay serves as an
invaluable tool for understanding the complexity of Macbeth's character
and the timeless themes that permeate Shakespeare's work. By studying
this guide, readers will gain a deeper appreciation for the intricacies of
"Macbeth" and the enduring brilliance of Thomas De Quincey's literary
criticism.
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