
Public Platforms and Production in U.S.-China
Relations in the Age of Globalization
Globalization has profoundly transformed the global economy, leading to
the emergence of complex global production networks (GPNs). Public
platforms, such as digital marketplaces and social media, have played an
increasingly significant role in these networks, enabling the coordination
and exchange of goods and services across borders. The interplay
between public platforms and production has had a significant impact on
U.S.-China relations, presenting both challenges and opportunities for
cooperation and economic development.

Engaging Social Media in China: Platforms, Publics,
and Production (US–China Relations in the Age of
Globalization) by Guobin Yang

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1532 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 308 pages

The Role of Public Platforms in Global Production Networks

Public platforms have become essential components of GPNs, facilitating
communication, coordination, and transactions between producers and
consumers worldwide. These platforms provide a shared infrastructure for
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businesses to connect with each other, find suppliers, and market their
products. They also enable consumers to access a wider range of goods
and services from around the globe.

For example, Alibaba's e-commerce platforms have played a vital role in
integrating China into global production networks. Chinese manufacturers
can use these platforms to reach overseas markets, while foreign buyers
can easily source products from China. This has led to increased trade
flows between China and other countries, benefiting both economies.

Challenges and Opportunities for U.S.-China Relations

The rise of public platforms in GPNs has created both challenges and
opportunities for U.S.-China relations. On the one hand, these platforms
can facilitate cooperation between the two countries by providing a neutral
space for businesses to interact and exchange information. On the other
hand, they can also exacerbate tensions between the U.S. and China,
particularly if they are used for unfair competition or to promote political
agendas.

One of the challenges facing U.S.-China relations is the issue of data
privacy and security. Public platforms often collect vast amounts of user
data, which can be used to track their online activities and target them with
personalized advertising. This raises concerns about the potential for data
misuse and surveillance, which could have implications for national
security.

Another challenge is the issue of intellectual property rights (IPR)
protection. Public platforms can be used to distribute copyrighted materials
without authorization, which can harm the interests of content creators and



intellectual property owners. This issue has been a major source of tension
between the U.S. and China, as the U.S. has accused China of failing to
adequately protect IPR.

Despite these challenges, public platforms also present opportunities for
U.S.-China cooperation. These platforms can be used to promote dialogue
and understanding between the two countries, and to build trust and
cooperation on a range of issues. For example, public platforms could be
used to facilitate joint research projects, educational exchanges, and
cultural exchanges.

Moreover, public platforms can help to promote economic development in
both the U.S. and China. By providing a platform for businesses to connect
with each other and exchange goods and services, public platforms can
help to create jobs and boost economic growth. This can benefit both
countries by expanding trade and investment flows.

Implications for International Cooperation and Economic
Development

The interplay between public platforms and production has significant
implications for international cooperation and economic development. As
public platforms become more integrated into GPNs, they will play an
increasingly important role in shaping the global economy. This will require
governments to develop new policies and regulations to address the
challenges and opportunities presented by these platforms.

One of the key challenges for international cooperation is to ensure that
public platforms are used for the benefit of all, rather than being dominated
by a few powerful companies. This will require governments to work



together to develop common rules and regulations for public platforms, and
to ensure that these platforms are open and accessible to all businesses.

Another challenge is to ensure that the benefits of public platforms are
shared equitably. Public platforms can create new opportunities for
economic development, but they can also lead to increased inequality if
they are not used in a fair and inclusive way. Governments need to develop
policies that promote the equitable distribution of the benefits of public
platforms, and that ensure that all businesses have the opportunity to
participate in the digital economy.

Public platforms and production are playing an increasingly important role
in globalization, shaping global production networks and affecting
international cooperation and economic development. The relationship
between public platforms and production has significant implications for
U.S.-China relations, presenting both challenges and opportunities for
cooperation and economic development. By working together to address
the challenges and harness the opportunities presented by public
platforms, the U.S. and China can contribute to a more prosperous and
equitable global economy.
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