
Pictus Catfish 101: A Comprehensive Guide
for Beginners

The pictus catfish (Pimelodus pictus) is a popular freshwater fish species
that is often kept in aquariums. They are known for their striking
appearance, with a black body and white spots. Pictus catfish are also
relatively easy to care for, making them a good choice for beginner
aquarists.
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Description

Pictus catfish are medium-sized fish, reaching a maximum length of about
6 inches (15 cm). They have a long, slender body with a flattened head.
Their dorsal fin is located in the middle of their back, and their anal fin is
located near the base of their tail. Pictus catfish have eight barbels around
their mouth, which they use to sense their surroundings.

The most distinctive feature of pictus catfish is their coloration. They have a
black body with white spots. The spots are usually arranged in a regular
pattern, but some fish may have irregular spotting. Pictus catfish also have
a white stripe running down the middle of their back.

Habitat

Pictus catfish are native to the Amazon River basin in South America. They
are found in a variety of habitats, including rivers, lakes, and streams.
Pictus catfish prefer to live in areas with plenty of vegetation and hiding
places.
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Diet

Pictus catfish are omnivorous scavengers. They will eat a variety of foods,
including live food, frozen food, and commercial fish food. Pictus catfish are
also known to eat algae and detritus.

Behavior

Pictus catfish are social fish that live in groups. They are generally
peaceful, but they may become aggressive towards other fish if they are
kept in a tank that is too small. Pictus catfish are also known to be jumpers,
so it is important to keep their tank covered.

Aquarium Care

Pictus catfish are relatively easy to care for in an aquarium. They require a
tank that is at least 20 gallons in size. The tank should be equipped with a
filter and heater. The water temperature should be kept between 72°F and
82°F (22°C and 28°C). The pH of the water should be between 6.0 and 7.5.

Pictus catfish are omnivorous and will eat a variety of foods. They should
be fed a diet that includes live food, frozen food, and commercial fish food.
Pictus catfish are also known to eat algae and detritus.

Pictus catfish are social fish and should be kept in groups of at least five.
They are generally peaceful, but they may become aggressive towards
other fish if they are kept in a tank that is too small. Pictus catfish are also
known to be jumpers, so it is important to keep their tank covered.

Breeding



Pictus catfish are relatively easy to breed in an aquarium. The breeding
tank should be at least 10 gallons in size. The tank should be equipped
with a filter and heater. The water temperature should be kept between
75°F and 80°F (24°C and 27°C). The pH of the water should be between
6.0 and 7.0.

The female pictus catfish will lay her eggs in a cave or on a flat surface.
The male catfish will then fertilize the eggs. The eggs will hatch in about 3-
4 days. The fry will be very small and will need to be fed a diet of infusoria
or baby brine shrimp.

Pictus catfish are a beautiful and interesting fish that are relatively easy to
care for. They are a good choice for beginner aquarists and can make a
great addition to any aquarium.
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