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Section 1: Understanding Neoclassical Realism

Within the realm of international relations, Neoclassical Realism emerges
as a prominent theory that seeks to explain the behavior of states in the
global arena. It offers a refined perspective on the fundamental principles of
classical realism while incorporating certain elements from other theoretical
frameworks, such as liberalism and constructivism. This nuanced approach
has garnered significant attention and influence in shaping contemporary
debates on international affairs.
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Neoclassical Realism is characterized by several key tenets that provide a
comprehensive understanding of its theoretical underpinnings:

1. State-Centric Perspective: Neoclassical Realism assumes that the
primary actors in the international system are nation-states. States are
viewed as rational entities that pursue their own self-interest and
security.

2. Anarchy and the Security Dilemma: The international system is
perceived as being anarchic, lacking a central authority to enforce
order. This anarchic environment creates a security dilemma, whereby
states feel compelled to enhance their power and capabilities to
safeguard their security against potential threats.

3. Relative Gains and Balancing: Neoclassical Realism emphasizes the
concept of relative gains, wherein states strive to improve their position
in the international hierarchy relative to other states. This competitive
dynamic often leads to balancing behavior, where states align with
weaker states to counterbalance the power of stronger states.

4. The Role of Power: Power is considered a crucial factor in shaping
state behavior. States seek to acquire and maintain power to ensure
their survival and influence the international system.

5. Limited Rationality: While states are considered rational actors, their
decision-making is often constrained by limited information, cognitive
biases, and organizational constraints. This limited rationality can lead
to suboptimal or even irrational outcomes.

###

Section 2: Neoclassical Realism and Liberalism



Neoclassical Realism shares some common ground with liberalism, a
contrasting theory in international relations. Both theories recognize the
importance of material factors, such as power and security, in shaping state
behavior. However, they differ in their views on the role of institutions and
cooperation.

Liberalism posits that institutions and international cooperation can mitigate
conflict and promote peaceful coexistence among states. Neoclassical
Realism, on the other hand, argues that institutions can only have a limited
effect on state behavior, particularly in situations of high uncertainty or
intense competition.

###

Section 3: Neoclassical Realism and Constructivism

Neoclassical Realism also engages with constructivism, a theory that
emphasizes the role of ideas, norms, and social interactions in shaping
international politics. While Neoclassical Realism acknowledges the
influence of ideas, it maintains that material factors, such as power and
security, ultimately determine state behavior.

Constructivists argue that states' identities, interests, and perceptions of the
international environment are shaped by social and cultural factors.
Neoclassical Realists, while recognizing the potential influence of these
factors, contend that they are ultimately secondary to the pursuit of material
interests and power.

###

Section 4: Applications of Neoclassical Realism



Neoclassical Realism has been applied to analyze a wide range of
international phenomena, including:

The rise and fall of great powers

Regional security dynamics

Nuclear proliferation

International economic relations

The role of international organizations

By incorporating elements from other theoretical frameworks, Neoclassical
Realism provides a more nuanced and comprehensive understanding of
international politics. It highlights the interplay between material factors,
institutional constraints, and social interactions in shaping state behavior.

###

Section 5:

Neoclassical Realism has emerged as a prominent and influential theory in
international relations due to its comprehensive approach that combines
elements of classical realism, liberalism, and constructivism. It offers a
robust framework for analyzing the behavior of states in the anarchic
international system, emphasizing the pivotal role of power, security, and
the pursuit of relative gains. By acknowledging the limitations of rational
decision-making and the influence of ideas and social interactions,
Neoclassical Realism presents a multifaceted understanding of the
complex dynamics that shape international politics.

###



Further Reading

Kenneth Waltz, "Theory of International Politics" (1979)

Robert Gilpin, "War and Change in World Politics" (1981)

Stephen Walt, "Neoclassical Realism and the Future of Security
Studies" (2020)
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