
Inventive Minds of 20th Century America:
Bicycle Inventors 1900-1910
The early 20th century was a time of great innovation in the bicycle
industry. American inventors played a major role in this, developing new
designs and technologies that would shape the future of cycling. This
article takes a look at some of the most influential American bicycle
inventors of the 1900-1910 period, and their contributions to the sport.
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1. Ignaz Schwinn

Ignaz Schwinn was born in Germany in 1860. He emigrated to the United
States in 1891 and founded the Schwinn Bicycle Company in Chicago in
1895. Schwinn was a prolific inventor, and he held over 100 patents for
bicycle-related products. He is best known for developing the first
successful coaster brake, which allowed riders to stop their bikes by
pedaling backwards. Schwinn also made significant contributions to the
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design of bicycles, including the development of the drop handlebar and
the use of lightweight materials.

2. William S. Harley

William S. Harley was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1880. He is best
known as one of the founders of the Harley-Davidson Motor Company, but
he also made significant contributions to the development of bicycles. In
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1903, Harley designed a new type of bicycle frame that was lighter and
stronger than previous designs. He also developed a new type of coaster
brake that was more efficient and reliable than Schwinn's coaster brake.
Harley's inventions helped to make bicycles more popular and accessible,
and they laid the foundation for the success of the Harley-Davidson Motor
Company.

William S. Harley, inventor of the Harley-Davidson bicycle

3. George Hendee

George Hendee was born in Springfield, Massachusetts in 1855. He is best
known as one of the founders of the Indian Motorcycle Company, but he
also played a major role in the development of bicycles. In 1897, Hendee
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founded the American Bicycle Company, which became one of the largest
bicycle manufacturers in the world. Hendee was a strong advocate for the
use of bicycles for transportation and recreation, and he helped to
popularize cycling in the United States.

4. Albert Augustus Pope
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Albert Augustus Pope was born in Boston, Massachusetts in 1843. He is
best known as the founder of the Pope Manufacturing Company, which
became one of the largest bicycle manufacturers in the world. Pope was a
prolific inventor, and he held over 100 patents for bicycle-related products.
He is best known for developing the safety bicycle, which featured a
diamond-shaped frame, two wheels of equal size, and a chain drive.
Pope's safety bicycle was much more stable and easier to ride than
previous designs, and it helped to make cycling more popular among
women and children.



Albert Augustus Pope, inventor of the safety bicycle

5. Elgin W. Gray

Elgin W. Gray was born in Moscow, Michigan in 1876. He is best known as
the inventor of the coaster brake, which is one of the most important safety
features on bicycles.
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