
Heart of a Dog: Mikhail Bulgakov's Literary
Masterpiece of Soviet Satire

Mikhail Bulgakov's Heart of a Dog is a literary masterpiece that
encapsulates the essence of Soviet satire with its witty prose, astute
observations, and thought-provoking themes. First published in 1925, the
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novella follows the eccentric Professor Preobrazhensky as he embarks on
a scientific experiment that involves transplanting the pituitary gland and
testicles of a stray dog into a human cadaver.

A Tale of Science, Humanity, and Revolution

Professor Preobrazhensky, a renowned surgeon, is driven by a desire to
push the boundaries of science. His experiment takes an unexpected turn
when the human cadaver, initially named Sharik, develops human
characteristics and transforms into a vulgar and uncultured individual
named Polygraph Poligraphovich Sharikov.
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Through this remarkable experiment, Bulgakov explores the complex
relationship between science and humanity. The professor's scientific
ambition and disregard for ethical considerations lead to unintended and
chaotic consequences.

Beyond its scientific implications, Heart of a Dog is a sharp satire of the
Russian Revolution and the rise of the proletariat. Sharikov embodies the
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unrefined and destructive forces unleashed by the revolution, which
Bulgakov saw as a threat to the established social order.

Characters and Their Significance

Professor Preobrazhensky: A brilliant and eccentric surgeon who
represents the old intellectual elite. His scientific hubris leads to the
creation of Sharikov.

Dr. Bormental: Preobrazhensky's assistant, who witnesses the
transformation of Sharik into Sharikov and becomes increasingly
disillusioned with the experiment.

Sharik/Polygraph Poligraphovich Sharikov: The humanized dog
who embodies the vulgarity and ignorance of the newly emerged
proletariat. His actions and behavior reflect the chaos and destruction
brought about by the revolution.

Themes and Symbolism

Heart of a Dog is rich in themes that explore the human condition and the
complexities of society:

The Nature of Humanity: Bulgakov questions what makes us human
and explores the boundaries between the animalistic and the civilized.

Science and Ethics: The novella raises concerns about the ethical
responsibilities of scientists and the potential consequences of
unchecked scientific advancement.

Satire of Revolution: Heart of a Dog is a sharp critique of the Russian
Revolution, exposing the hypocrisy and destructive forces that
accompanied it.



The Importance of Culture: Bulgakov emphasizes the role of culture
and education in shaping individuals and preventing them from
descending into barbarism.

Legacy and Relevance

Despite being banned in the Soviet Union for decades, Heart of a Dog has
remained a timeless classic. Its witty prose, unforgettable characters, and
thought-provoking themes continue to resonate with readers around the
world.

The novella's relevance extends beyond its historical context. Its
exploration of the nature of humanity, the dangers of unchecked scientific
ambition, and the importance of culture remain universally applicable.

Mikhail Bulgakov's Heart of a Dog is a literary masterpiece that blends
satire, science fiction, and social commentary to create a thought-provoking
and unforgettable reading experience. Its themes, characters, and
symbolism have made it a timeless classic that continues to offer insights
into the human condition and the complexities of society.

Whether you are a seasoned literary enthusiast or a curious reader seeking
an engaging and insightful work, Heart of a Dog is a must-read that will
challenge your perspectives and leave a lasting impression.
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