Gerald Ford and the Challenges of the 1970s

. Gerald Ford and the Challenges of the 1970s
m by Yanek Mieczkowski
26 *m]dFord 4.8 out of 5

il s i Language : English

19708__‘. File size : 3203 KB
vaxEe 3!._1_5_._.3;‘?.‘“.‘3?1? Text-to-Speech : Enabled
s Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled

Print length : 480 pages
Lending : Enabled

Screen Reader : Supported

«‘2‘&

DOWNLOAD E-BOOK PDE

Gerald Ford became President of the United States in 1974, following the
resignation of Richard Nixon. He faced a number of challenges during his
presidency, including the Watergate scandal, the Vietnam War, and the oil
crisis.

The Watergate Scandal

The Watergate scandal was a major political scandal that occurred in the
United States during the early 1970s. It involved the break-in of the
Democratic National Committee headquarters at the Watergate office
complex in Washington, D.C., and the subsequent cover-up of the incident
by the Nixon administration.

Ford was not directly involved in the Watergate scandal, but he was
appointed Vice President by Nixon in 1973, and he became President after
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Nixon resigned in 1974. Ford pardoned Nixon for any crimes he may have
committed during the scandal, which was a controversial decision.

The Vietham War

The Vietham War was a long and bloody conflict that lasted from 1955 to
1975. The United States became involved in the war in 1965, and by 1973,
over 58,000 American soldiers had been killed. Ford inherited the war from
Nixon, and he worked to negotiate a peace treaty with North Vietnam.

In 1975, the North Vietnamese launched a major offensive, and the South
Vietnamese government collapsed. Ford ordered the evacuation of all
remaining American personnel from Vietnam, and the war ended with a
North Viethamese victory.

The Qil Crisis

The oll crisis of 1973-1974 was a major economic crisis that was caused by
the Arab oil embargo. The embargo was imposed in response to the United
States' support of Israel during the Yom Kippur War.

The oil embargo caused a sharp increase in the price of oil, which led to a
recession in the United States. Ford responded to the crisis by imposing
price controls on oil and by encouraging Americans to conserve energy.

Domestic Policy

In addition to the challenges of the Watergate scandal, the Vietham War,
and the oil crisis, Ford also faced a number of domestic challenges during
his presidency. These challenges included:



= High inflation: The inflation rate in the United States reached 12.3%
in 1974, which was the highest rate since the early 1950s.

= High unemployment: The unemployment rate in the United States
reached 9.0% in 1975, which was the highest rate since the Great
Depression.

= The recession: The oil crisis caused a recession in the United States
that lasted from 1973 to 1975.

Ford attempted to address these challenges with a series of policies,
including:

= Cutting government spending: Ford cut government spending in an
attempt to reduce the deficit.

= Raising taxes: Ford raised taxes in an attempt to reduce the deficit
and to fund new programs.

= Deregulation: Ford deregulated a number of industries in an attempt
to stimulate economic growth.

Ford's policies were not always successful, and the challenges of the
1970s continued to plague the United States throughout his presidency.

Foreign Policy

In addition to the challenges of the Watergate scandal, the Vietham War,
and the oll crisis, Ford also faced a number of foreign policy challenges
during his presidency. These challenges included:



The Cold War: The Cold War was a global conflict between the United
States and the Soviet Union that lasted from 1947 to 1991.

The Middle East: The Middle East was a major source of instability
during the 1970s, due to the Arab-Israeli conflict and the oil crisis.

The Vietham War: The Vietnam War was a major foreign policy
challenge for Ford, as he inherited the war from Nixon and was forced
to negotiate a peace treaty with North Vietnam.

Ford attempted to address these challenges with a series of policies,

including:

Détente: Ford pursued a policy of détente with the Soviet Union in an
attempt to reduce tensions between the two superpowers.

The Helsinki Accords: Ford signed the Helsinki Accords in 1975,
which were a set of agreements that were designed to improve human
rights in Europe.

The Camp David Accords: Ford helped to broker the Camp David
Accords in 1978, which were a set of agreements that were designed
to bring about a peace settlement between Israel and Egypt.

Ford's foreign policy was generally successful, and he helped to improve

relations with the Soviet Union and to bring about a peace settlement

between Israel and Egypt.

Legacy

Gerald Ford's presidency was a turbulent one, but he ultimately helped to

restore faith in the American government after the Watergate scandal. He



also helped to negotiate a peace treaty in Vietnam and to improve relations
with the Soviet Union.

Ford's legacy is mixed. He is often criticized for his handling of the
Watergate scandal and for his decision to pardon Nixon. However, he is
also credited for his efforts to restore faith in the American government and
for his work to achieve peace in Vietham.
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