Algorithmic Power and Politics: Oxford
Studies in Digital Politics

Algorithms are increasingly playing a central role in our lives. They shape
the information we see, the products we buy, and the people we interact
with. They are also used to make decisions about everything from hiring
and firing to criminal justice.

This growing algorithmic power has raised important questions about how it
is used and who controls it. In particular, there are concerns that algorithms
may be biased or discriminatory, or that they may be used to suppress
dissent or control speech.
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The Oxford Studies in Digital Politics series explores the political
implications of algorithmic power. The books in this series examine how
algorithms are used in various contexts, and how they affect democratic
values and institutions.

Overview of Algorithmic Power

Algorithms are sets of instructions that tell computers how to perform a
task. They can be simple or complex, and they can be used to solve a wide
variety of problems.

In recent years, there has been a growing interest in using algorithms to
make decisions. This is due in part to the fact that algorithms can be very
efficient and accurate. They can also be used to automate tasks that would
be difficult or impossible for humans to do manually.

However, there are also risks associated with using algorithms to make
decisions. One of the biggest concerns is that algorithms may be biased or
discriminatory. This can happen if the data used to train the algorithm is
biased, or if the algorithm is designed in a way that favors certain groups
over others.

Another concern is that algorithms may be used to suppress dissent or
control speech. This could happen if governments or other powerful
institutions use algorithms to filter out content that is critical of them.

Algorithmic Power and Democracy

The growing use of algorithmic power has raised important questions about
how it affects democracy. Some scholars argue that algorithms can help to
improve democracy by making it more efficient and transparent. Others



argue that algorithms can undermine democracy by giving too much power
to private corporations and governments.

One of the biggest challenges facing democracies today is the spread of
misinformation and propaganda. Algorithms can be used to spread
misinformation and propaganda very quickly and efficiently. This can make
it difficult for citizens to make informed decisions about important issues.

Another challenge facing democracies is the rise of surveillance capitalism.
Surveillance capitalism is a business model that profits from collecting and
selling data about people. Algorithms can be used to collect and analyze
this data in order to target people with advertising and other forms of
manipulation.

The growing use of algorithmic power has the potential to both improve and
undermine democracy. It is important to be aware of the risks and benefits
of algorithmic power so that we can make informed decisions about how it
is used.

Algorithmic power is a powerful tool that can be used for good or for evil. It
is important to be aware of the risks and benefits of algorithmic power so
that we can make informed decisions about how it is used.

The Oxford Studies in Digital Politics series provides a valuable resource
for scholars and policymakers who are interested in understanding the
political implications of algorithmic power. The books in this series examine
how algorithms are used in various contexts, and how they affect
democratic values and institutions.



By understanding the political implications of algorithmic power, we can
help to ensure that it is used in a way that benefits all of society.
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