
26 Virtuoso Solos for Tenor Banjo: A
Comprehensive Guide for Aspiring Banjoists
The tenor banjo, with its bright, resonant sound and captivating presence,
has captivated musicians and audiences alike for centuries. In the hands of
virtuoso players, the tenor banjo transforms into an instrument of
unparalleled musical expression, capable of captivating melodies, intricate
harmonies, and lightning-fast runs.
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This comprehensive guide delves into the captivating world of 26 virtuoso
solos for tenor banjo, showcasing the artistry, technique, and musicality of
legendary banjoists throughout history. From classical compositions to
traditional folk tunes and contemporary jazz arrangements, these solos
represent the pinnacle of banjo playing and serve as an inspiration for
aspiring banjoists seeking to elevate their skills.

Classical Virtuoso Solos

1. "Concerto in D Major" by J.S. Bach (arr. Bela Fleck)
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In this stunning arrangement, banjo virtuoso Bela Fleck breathes new life
into Bach's timeless concerto, showcasing the banjo's versatility and
expressive range. The piece requires precise fingering, nuanced phrasing,
and a deep understanding of classical music principles.

2. "Toccata and Fugue" by Johann Sebastian Bach (arr. Earl Scruggs)
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Earl Scruggs, the father of bluegrass banjo, left an indelible mark on the
tenor banjo world with his groundbreaking three-finger style. His
arrangement of Bach's Toccata and Fugue is a testament to his virtuosity
and his ability to fuse classical and bluegrass influences.

3. "Sonata for Banjo" by William Albright
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Written specifically for the tenor banjo, Albright's Sonata is a remarkable
work that pushes the boundaries of the instrument. With its intricate
harmonies, complex rhythms, and extended techniques, this piece
demands a deep technical proficiency and a profound understanding of
contemporary music.

Traditional Folk Virtuoso Solos
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4. "Blackberry Blossom" (arr. Doc Watson)

This timeless folk tune has been passed down through generations of
banjo players, and Doc Watson's arrangement showcases the instrument's
haunting, melodic qualities. The piece requires a strong sense of timing,
subtle fingering, and a deep appreciation for Appalachian folk music.

5. "Cripple Creek" (arr. Earl Scruggs)
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Another bluegrass classic, Earl Scruggs' arrangement of Cripple Creek is a
display of his signature three-finger picking style. The melody soars above
the driving rhythm, showcasing the banjo's ability to captivate audiences
with its infectious energy.

6. "Sally Goodin" (arr. Pete Seeger)
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Pete Seeger's arrangement of Sally Goodin is a beloved folk song that
celebrates the spirit of American folk music. The banjo provides a strong
rhythmic foundation while the melody weaves its way through the verses,
creating a timeless and heartwarming piece.

Bluegrass Virtuoso Solos

7. "Dueling Banjos" (arr. Eric Weissberg and Steve Mandell)
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This iconic banjo duel from the film "Deliverance" has become synonymous
with bluegrass music. The piece requires lightning-fast picking, intricate
harmonies, and a deep understanding of bluegrass improvisation.

8. "Earl's Breakdown" (arr. Earl Scruggs)
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Earl Scruggs' signature piece is a bluegrass masterpiece that showcases
his unparalleled three-finger picking style. The melody dances over the
driving rhythm, creating a dynamic and infectious musical experience.

9. "Foggy Mountain Breakdown" (arr. Flatt and Scruggs)
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This classic bluegrass tune by Flatt and Scruggs is a driving, energetic
piece that features intricate banjo picking and soaring melodies. The
arrangement requires a strong command of bluegrass techniques and a
deep appreciation for traditional American music.

Jazz Virtuoso Solos
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10. "Stompin' at the Savoy" (arr. Django Reinhardt)

Django Reinhardt, the legendary jazz guitarist, also experimented with the
tenor banjo. His arrangement of Stompin' at the Savoy is a swinging, up-
tempo piece that showcases the banjo's ability to blend seamlessly with
jazz harmonies and rhythms.

11. "Lady Be Good" (arr. Stephane Grappelli)
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Violinist Stephane Grappelli, another jazz icon, also embraced the tenor
banjo. His arrangement of Lady Be Good is a sophisticated, elegant piece
that blends classical influences with jazz improvisation, showcasing the
banjo's versatility in the jazz context.

12. "Stella by Starlight" (arr. Marty Stuart)
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Country music legend Marty Stuart has also made a significant contribution
to the jazz banjo repertoire. His arrangement of Stella by Starlight is a
beautiful, haunting piece that captures the essence of jazz balladry,
showcasing the banjo's lyrical qualities.

Contemporary Virtuoso Solos

13. "Thunder Thumbs" (arr. Bela Fleck)
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Bela Fleck is a pioneer in the world of contemporary banjo playing, pushing
the boundaries of the instrument with his innovative techniques and eclectic
compositions. Thunder Thumbs is a demanding piece that showcases
Fleck's lightning-fast picking, intricate harmonies, and unique percussive
approach.
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